
 

 

 

Dry Cow Therapy 
 

Dry cow therapy has 3 main benefits: 

 Treat existing subclinical infections.  The long treatment period of the dry cow therapy is good at getting on 

top of existing subclinical infections, this then reduces the number of recurring mastitis cases next year, and 

lowers the cell count. 

 

 Reduce mastitis during the dry period.  The dry cow formulation helps to protect the udder while the 

natural keratin plug forms in the teat canal.  It is still important to bring the herd through the shed 10 days 

after drying off to check for any mastitis. Treat any dry cow mastitis with milking cow mastitis preparations, 

and teat spray all cows. 

 

 Reduce mastitis at calving.  The long acting formulations can help protect against mastitis at calving time.  It 

is also important to have the cows well identified and follow the withholding period carefully.   

 

Teatseal is a non-antibiotic internal teat sealant.  It forms a plug in the teat canal, preventing new infections for the 

entire dry period, regardless of dry period length.  Teatseal can be used on its own in low somatic cell count cows, or 

in combination with antibiotic dry cow therapy to lower the incidence of clinical mastitis. 

 

Whole Herd Treatment vs. Selective Treatment: 
 

Part herd treatment involves selecting cows based on individual somatic cell counts through the year, and mastitis 

history.  Part herd treatment can only be recommended if you have had at least 3 herd tests this season.   

Select any cow that has had a case of clinical mastitis through the season, and also any cow with any one cell count 

above 150 000 for cows and 120 000 for heifers for dry cow therapy.  Include any cow with no herd test or treatment 

records. 
 

If you have less than three individual somatic cell counts for each cow, use Whole herd dry cow therapy. 

 

Whole herd dry cow therapy is likely to give the best results for your herd if: 

 More than 40% of your cows have had any one individual somatic cell count above 150,000 or heifers 

120,000. 

 Your herd average Bulk Milk Somatic Cell Count has been above 200,000. 

 You had more than five mastitis cases per 100 cows in the first month of lactation. 

 You had more than two mastitis cases per 100 cows per month during the rest of lactation. 

 You have previously used Whole herd dry cow therapy with good results. 

 

We are available for Dry Cow Consultations to discuss a plan for your farm.  Please contact us for an appointment. 



 

 

Dry Off Management  

Timing 

o Ensure dry period length of 8 weeks (minimum of 6 weeks) to allow the udder to regenerate. 

 

Milk Production 

o Plan for dry off once average herd production drops below 10L/cow/day. 

 

To avoid Somatic Cell Count (SCC) grades 

o Dry off high SCC early to reduce the risk (cows over 500,000 cells/mL). 

o Dry off lower producing cows early before their SCC increases as they naturally dry off (producing less 

than 0.4kgMS/cow/day = 5 L/cow/day for Friesians and 4 L/cow/day for Jerseys). 

o If your Bulk Tank SCC is over 350,000 cells/mL dry off selected cows as above or dry off the whole herd.  

 

Dry off procedure 

o Milking 

 Once-a-day (OAD) milking is NOT strictly necessary in the final week (especially if herd already below 10 

L/cow/day. 

 Do NOT ‘skip a day’ or milk every other day – this increases SCC and risk of mastitis.  

 Keep dried off animals away from the shed for at least 10 days to minimise the stimulus to let milk down. 

o Feed Intakes  

 Reduce feed (maintenance, but not starvation levels) in the week before drying off.  

 If cows are producing less than 10 L/day a drop in milk production is not required – cows producing 10 

L/day have no more mastitis than those producing 4 L/day at dry off. 

 Include high levels of hay as part of the maintenance diet in the week before and the 7 to 14 days after 

drying off.  

 Drop feed levels to maintenance (approx. 7 - 8 kg DM/cow/day depending on breed) for 7 to 14 days after 

final milking before increasing to gain condition.  

 Do NOT restrict water.  

o Management  

 Draft cows to be treated into clean yards and bring them back into a clean shed after milking.  

 Make sure gloved hands and tubes remain clean and dry. Clean teat ends well with alcohol-based teat 

wipes. Start with the front and work toward the back to avoid contact with already cleaned/treated teats.  

 Do NOT treat the dry quarter of “3 titters”. Dry cow therapy is made to go into an udder that is milking, 

not a dry quarter, which increases the risk of inhibitory substance grades next spring. 

 If drying off individuals or groups of cows early ensure treated cows are clearly marked to avoid 

accidentally milking them if they jump back into the herd. 

 Apply generous amounts of freshly made teat spray mixed at the maximum concentration on the 

container after inserting dry cow therapy. 

 Put cows in ‘clean’, fresh paddocks after final milking/dry cow therapy for up to 7 – 14 days as the teat 

plug forms. This minimises exposure to environmental bugs. 

 Look out for sick cows and individually swollen quarters especially in the first 14 days after drying off.  

 14 days after drying off run the herd through the shed and manually check for swollen quarters. It may be 

worthwhile to repeat this in another 14 days as a number of infections can still be picked up during this 

time.  

 Treat infected quarters as you would a milking cow – strip the affected quarter and treat with a milking 

cow product. Do not strip unaffected quarters as this will remove the developing teat plug. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Committed to successful mastitis management and treatment. 
 

□ Allow plenty of time to treat animals. Treat cows in manageable mobs (e.g. a row). 

□ Ensure that responsible operators are trained adequately in the treatment procedure 

and are supervised well. 

□ Use dry cow antibiotics only at the cows’ last milking for the current lactation. 

NOTE: to avoid contamination of milk, Fonterra suggest that cows are brought back 

into the shed after milking to apply DCT rather than during milking. 

□ Watch for and DO NOT treat glands that have already dried off (e.g. 3–titters) as 

there is an increased risk of residue violation. 

□ Record cow number, treatment and date for every cow. Ensure cows are not expected 

to calve within the minimum treatment to calving interval. 

□ Mark each cow clearly before treatment so that the cow won’t be accidentally milked 

if she jumps the fence or the wrong mob is bought in. 

□ Before treatment, vigorously rub the teat end for 10–15 seconds (or until the swab 

comes away clean) with teat wipe or cotton wool dampened in 70% alcohol. 

Wipe off any alcohol dripping from the teat end. 

□ After removing cap of the syringe, insert the nozzle no more than 3mm into the 

teat canal. This reduces damage to the teat end and lining of the streak canal and 

reduces the risk of carrying bacteria into the gland. 

□ Treat every quarter of each cow with a full tube of the same treatment. 
 

□ Spray all teats with a newly mixed up teat spray within 1 minute after insertion. 
 

□ Put cows into a clean paddock after drying off (i.e. avoid effluent or recently 

grazed paddocks). 

□ Don’t bring cows near shed for at least 7 days after drying-off. 
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1. Ensure all treated cows are clearly 
marked. Record treatment date. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Clean all teat ends thoroughly (wipe 
all teat ends with teat wipes followed 
by spraying etc. with 70% alcohol). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Hold the barrel of the syringe in 
one hand and remove cap by gently 
twisting. Do not bend the nozzle. 
Take care not to contaminate the 
nozzle. 

 
 
 
 

4. Partially insert (≤ 3 mm) the nozzle 
into the teat canal and apply steady 
pressure on the syringe until the full 
dose has been delivered into the 
quarter. 

 
 
 
 

5. Finally, teat spray carefully with a 
concentrated, high quality product. 
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