
 

EAR INFECTIONS 
 

Otitis (inflammation of the ear) is another common finding in small 
animals especially over the summer months when animals are 
swimming more frequently.  
 
Otitis can be caused by a number of 
factors (e.g. underlying skin allergies, 
swimming, large drooping ears, ear 
mites, and foreign bodies). These 
lead to inflammation and infection 
(bacterial and/or fungal) and cause 
pain and discomfort to your pet.  
 
It is always best to get on top of conditions early as this increases the 
success rate of treatment and ongoing management.  
 
If left untreated otitis can affect hearing long term, cause persistent 
infections, and affect the balance of an animal if infection moves to 
the inner ear.  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

More information at 
www.coastalvets.co.nz 
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SUPPORT STAFF 
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CLINIC OPENING HOURS 

Opunake 
Mon-Fri:  8am - 5pm 

Saturday:  9am - 12pm 
  

Kaponga 
Mon-Fri: 8.30am - 4.30pm 

  

After hours for emergencies 

  

  
IN THIS ISSUE 

Dental disease 
Ear infections 

Signs to look for include: 

 Scratching at ears  

 Reddened ears  

 Discharge from ears (brown or yellow) 

 Shaking of head 

 Smelly ears 

 

Treats Fleas and Ticks for 3 months! 
Available for cats and dogs 



TEETH AND DENTAL DISEASE 
 
Dental disease is one of the most common problems seen in cats and dogs. An animal with very smelly breath is 
not usual and can often be the first sign that you may notice of dental disease. 
 
Common problems:  

 

 Tooth and gum disease: these are often concurrent problems. Tartar build up allows bacteria to readily 

adhere to teeth and when this contacts the gum it causes inflammation and infection (gingivitis). If this 

progresses down the side of the tooth to its attachments this can lead to the loosening of the tooth or 

loss of the tooth (periodontal disease).  

 

 Broken teeth: often dogs that are fed bones or chew on other hard 

objects (sticks or stones) can fracture teeth. This can lead to an 

exposed pulp cavity (inside of the tooth) leading to infection, severe 

pain and weakening of the tooth as well as abscesses.  

 

 Retained baby teeth: retained juvenile teeth are more likely to crack and can predispose to periodontal 

disease and abscesses.  

 

  Resorptive lesions: cats can get tooth resorptive lesions and corresponding gingivitis which is extremely 

uncomfortable.  

We are able to diagnose and treat all these conditions to improve your pet’s health, wellbeing and happiness. 
Signs to look for include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All of these conditions are painful for animals. Despite this the animal may continue to eat even though their 
mouth is uncomfortable.  
 
You can assess your pets’ teeth at home and if you are unsure or would like to make an appointment, feel free to 
contact the clinic. 

 

  
 

Good OK Marginal Bad Ugly

     Continuum of tartar build up, gingivitis, and periodontal disease 

Bad breath  Dribbling 
Loose teeth   Sore mouth 
Yellow-brown tartar build-up  Problems eating/not eating at all 
Red, bleeding or swollen gums (flip their lip to look) 
 


