
 

   
NEW STAFF MEMBER  

 
We welcome Chandra Garrod-Harvey 
who has joined our Opunake Clinic as a 
Veterinary Technician/ Receptionist, so 
you will start to see her in clinic and out 
on farm. 
 
Hi my name is Chandra. I grew up in 
North Taranaki in a rural area called 
Ahititi. I spent some time at the 
Opunake clinic while I was studying to become a vet tech and I 
am looking forward to getting to know more about the area and 
the people. I grew up riding horses and currently own more of 
them than I need. I have a keen interest in farming and enjoy the 
outdoors. I have always had a passion for caring for animals big 
and small. In my spare time I can usually be found riding my 
horses, working at my parent’s horse farm, or cooking up a storm 
in the kitchen. I can’t wait to meet you all in the clinic or out on 
the farm. 
  

 
WINTER WORRIES 

 
 
With winter just around the corner it’s time to start thinking 
about problems our pets may face during these months. 
 
Arthritis 

As the weather cools down older pets or those with joint issues 
start to have more problems.  

 
Things you may notice: 

 Stiffer to get up in the morning 

 Less energetic during the day 

 Reluctant to go outside 

  

More information at 
www.coastalvets.co.nz 

  

  
VETERINARIANS 

Guy Oakley   BSc BVSc 
Greig Hollway   BVSc 

Jean-Pierre Le Prou   BVSc 
Sarah Procter   BVSc 
Kyle Crowley BVSc 
Sacha Pyke BVSc 

Jarrod Davey BVSc 
  

SUPPORT STAFF 
Sandra Hammersley 

Mel Young 
Chandra Garrod-Harvey 

Briani Gray 

  

  
CLINIC OPENING HOURS 

Opunake 
Mon-Fri:  8am—5pm 

Saturday:  9am—12pm 
  

Kaponga 
Mon-Fri: 8.30am - 4.30pm 

  

After hours for emergencies 
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This is because the cold weather makes the pain of arthritis much worse therefore your pet 

will show more symptoms. To help make their winter go smoothly there are some things 

you can do. 

 

 Make sure your pet has a soft bed 

 Have a warm place for your pet to sleep  

 Daily low impact exercise 

 Keeping a low body weight 

Urinary Problems 
 
When the weather becomes rainy or cold our pets can be reluctant to go outside to go to the toilet. 
This can result in them holding on, or urinating inside. It also means cats are more likely to get 
bladder infections or blockages due to crystals.  
 

It’s therefore important to 

 Monitor your pets toileting  

 Have a litter box inside so your pet 

doesn’t have to go outside 

 If your pet starts having problems 

urinating or has  blood in their urine call 

us immediately 

 Remember overweight neutered male cats are predisposed.  

Special urinary diet is available from the clinic to help prevent re-occurring problems.  
 

CO M P A N I O N  AN IM A L  REGI S T ER  

 
 

Most dogs that are microchipped end up on the local council register and our 
records, but we also offer an additional service: the ability to put you on a 
national register which is accessible to SPCA, pound and veterinary staff 24/7.  
 
Any microchip itself only reads as a number – this number then must be 
linked via a register to get to your information. The Companion Animal 
Register holds more information about your contact details and is accessible 
when access to the other registers are not (such as evenings or long 
weekends, or when you are travelling outside of your council area with your 
pet).  

 
It also accepts registration of cats and many other animals’ microchips. It is a permanent identification in 
case your pet goes missing. After the Christchurch earthquake 85% of microchipped pets were reunited 
with their owners, compared to 15% of un-microchipped pets which is a testament to their value – but it 
must be registered. 

 
The best time to get your pet on the register is at time of microchipping, but it can be done anytime. There 
is a one-off fee of $19.50 to join this register, and you can easily update your details on their website 
when you move. If your pet needs a microchip this costs $46.00 (which is discounted with some services).  


