
 

CO C C I DI A  

This is a common disease of calves around weaning. The common signs are straining, 

staining of the back end of the calf with faeces and passing of blood in the faeces. 

Most calf meal contain coccidiostats that are quite effective in suppressing coccidiosis 

while meal is being eaten. Most calf sheds that are cleaned out between seasons 

generally don’t carry significant burdens of the disease. The problem generally begins when calves have access to pasture 

that has been contaminated with oocysts from the previous season and meal has been discontinued. 

The time taken from when the calf consumes an oocyst to when they start passing out the back end is up to 30 days, so 

this is one of the last diseases to affect young calves. (Generally earliest is Rotavirus, then crypto, then E coli). 

Treatment is generally with specific anticoccidial drugs such as Baycox. These appear to be very effective but some very 

sick calves may also require antibiotic treatment due to the severe damage to the intestines. 

On farms where coccidiosis is a perennial problem then strategic dosing with Baycox may prevent the disease. 

Older animals and occasionally, adults, may be affected by coccidiosis and while animals generally are less susceptible as 

they get older some may still get severely affected.  

 

TU R NI P S  

The common brassicas fed around Taranaki are turnips and fodder beet. Prevention of disease is all about transition. For 
turnips, this takes around 10 days (fodder beet is longer, and root and crop must be grazed together). Use of straw and 
silage to fill the rumen prior to grazing, and giving 2 to 3 small breaks over the day helps. Ensure they make up less than 
a third of the cows diet, partly because Brassicas tend to be deficient in phosphorous.  

The issues that can be seen with turnips are: 

Haemolytic anaemia: the sulphur compounds found in these plants cause destruction of the 
red blood cells that carry oxygen. These are concentrated in the flowering head and seeds 
and are unaffected by drying. Cows show ill-thrift, lethargy, poor performance, weakness, 
bleeding (including red urine), pale membranes, fast heart rate, diarrhoea and raised temperature. 

Rumen acidosis: occurs when carbohydrate rich foods (including turnips) ferment rapidly and acidifies the rumen pH, 
damaging the rumen and acidifying the blood. Cows are wobbly, off feed, weak, kick at their guts, grind their teeth, and 
may die.  

Choke: physical obstruction of the oesophagus (tube between the mouth and the stomach), which can lead to bloat as 
the cow cannot belch up the gases she produces. 

Free gas bloat: bacterial fermentation of Brassica feeds, little is known about this currently. Passage of a stomach tube to 
the rumen, or insertion of a trocar usually helps. 

Photosensitivity: this is thought to be secondary to liver disease and this is more commonly an issue when the crop is 
grazed before it is mature. Not a lot is yet known about why this happens. 

Nitrate poisoning: this can occur on brassica (eg. Turnip) crops as well as ryegrass and other crops. Low sunshine days, 
especially in the morning and warm days where plants grow but lack the energy to convert nitrate into ammonia, and 
after plant stress (eg. following stunting), high levels of nitrate accumulate. Usually rumen microbes can process this but 
sometimes they get overwhelmed and nitrate is absorbed into blood. This reduces the bloods ability to carry oxygen and 
dilates the veins. This causes breathing difficulty, muddy coloured gums, salivation, colic-like signs, staggering, sudden 
death and abortions. Treatment requires careful movement of stock onto hay, and administration of an antidote. 

Acute respiratory disease: creates an inability to transfer oxygen, often after a change to lush pasture. 

Blindness: the compounds can destroy B1 and cause a brain disorder called PEM, which causes blindness. 

 

 

 

We thank you for your business this year and wish you a safe 

and happy festive season.  We hope to see you at our 

Christmas client BBQ: 
 

 

 

 

PRE G N A N CY  TE S TI N G  

Mating on some farms has been slower than expected with a higher number of 

returns, this could lead to a higher empty rate and more late calving cows next 

year.  It is important to pregnancy test your cows at the correct time to age the 

pregnancies to allow more accurate culling and management decisions. 

The best time to confirm dates for the whole herd is 90-111 days after the start 

of mating, this will allow confirmation of AB dates and dating of early bull 

mating’s.  Rechecks can be done 45 days after the end of mating. 

If pregnancy testing is done 45 days after the end of a 12 week mating period we 

can date back 90 days which is back to 6 weeks of mating (i.e. bull dates). 

Your vet can plan the best time to pregnancy test to get the information you need, 

it is best to contact them early (before someone else gets the spot you want). 
 

 

M I D -SE A S O N  MAS T I T IS  

This could be defined as a sudden increase in the number of cases of mastitis or a 

 sudden rise in the bulk milk somatic cell count after calving is finished. Mid-season 

 mastitis is generally due to infectious causes (so often the Staph bugs) not 

environmental, so most effort should be spent 

looking inside the cowshed for causes. Probably 

the most common cause would be failure of 

teatspraying. This may be due to the farmer 

stopping teatspraying, use of an ineffective 

product or poor coverage. 

Mastitis is a bit like rust, it never sleeps. The 

challenge of mastitis is always present and in 

certain circumstances the challenge may become 

greater. Common issues are: 

1) A lot of subclinical mastitis cows in the herd. 

2) Damaged or cracked teats allowing pathogenic 

 bacteria to live on the teats. 

3) Muddy conditions. 
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M I D - S E A S O N  M A S T I T I S  C O N T I N U E D…  

Some of the other problems that may occur with teat spray is that some products may be less effective than others. Iodine 

is considered the best antiseptic to use in a high challenge situations. 

It is important to make teat spray up fresh each day. In warm temperatures iodine may escape from the made up teat 

spray quite rapidly and will lose its potency. Poor water quality may also result in rapid breakdown of the teat spray. For 

those of you on reticulated water schemes this is not an issue. Some companies offer RTU teat sprays which might prove 

useful where water quality is a problem. 

Finding and effectively treating clinical cases   

Many farmers would be alerted to an increase in mastitis cases by finding clots on the filter or seeing a jump in the BMSCC 

count. This might mean that a strip milking might have to be done to find the offending cow(s) or using recent herd test 

data. 

Products such as Orbenin LA or Mastalone tend to be more effective in treating Staph infections, as longer treatment 

courses have been shown to have higher cure rates. It is always a good idea to take milk samples for culture as control 

tends to be dependent on the kind of bugs that are causing the problem. 

Cows that have had many relapses of mastitis may have to be either culled or dried off early and treated with DCT. 

If the problem persists you should discuss it with your vet.  

 

GR OW I NG  YOU NG S T O C K  –  A N  I NVE S T M E N T  F OR  A  L I F E TI M E  

Growing heifers comes at a large cost to dairy farmers – around $1400 - $1500 to get a heifer calf through until when 

she calves herself! They provide no income until they begin milking and no profit until sometime during their second 

lactation. It is not something to be taken 

lightly and an active interest from 

animal owners and graziers should be 

taken to make sure they grow to targets. 

Current targets from the InCalf book are 

as shown in the table. 

There are two main targets: 60% of adult 

liveweight at 15 months - this is crucial as 

it determines when animals reach puberty and therefore how early they get in calf; and 90% of adult liveweight at 22 

months – these heifers produce more milk, have better reproductive performance and stay in the herd longer.  

A study of 105,000 heifers published in 2012 showed that large numbers of youngstock are failing to reach their target 

weights. After reaching target weights at weaning the wheels seem to fall off. The first winter (9-12 months old) saw 

growth rates at only 60% of requirement, and only 80% of requirement in their 

second summer/autumn (15-22 months). This was not offset by fast growth 

in the spring (12-15months old) – heifers do not catch up in the spring! 

So how are your heifers stacking up? Without regular weights you don’t 

really know how your heifers are performing. This information is important 

as most animals are grazed away from the farm, mainly by other people 

that you are trusting and paying for to look after your herd’s future. If more 

heifers are going to reach targets we need to weigh them regularly and 

make sure they are heavier before, or are growing faster, during the 

winter. 

FA C I A L  ECZ E M A  

Last year’s national study on Facial Eczema involved trial work done on farms in our area. It found that over 70% of cows 

that received zinc supplementation were getting sub-optimal protection.  

The main problems identified included underestimating cow weights, variation in cow weights within a herd and a failure 

to monitor responses to zinc supplementation  

4 weeks before spore counts are predicted to rise (these usually rise in February):  

  Ensure dispenser is calibrated and working  

  Monitor local spore counts  

  Weigh 20 cows to get an average weight and calculate the full dose rate as per label 

  Start giving the cattle half dose rate daily as a priming dose  

When local spore counts trend up to 20,000 spores/gram:   

  Monitor individual spore counts on your farm from 4 different paddocks once weekly ($15/sample via the clinic) 

When your spore counts trend over 30,000 spores/gram:   

  Increase to full zinc dose rate 

Continue to monitor the local spore counts and when they fall below 10,000 for 3 weeks accompanied by cooler 

temperatures then you can cease your management programme. 

Keep a close eye on our area spore counts in the newspaper, on Facebook or at coastalvets.co.nz. Services that we provide 

to help with your eczema management include spore counting, weighing stock and blood sampling to check zinc levels.  

Other options for facial eczema prevention include zinc bullets which are great for young stock and pasture spraying with 

a fungicide which works really well when done correctly. Talk to us about the 

best way to use these tools to eliminate facial eczema from your herd.   
 

YE RS I NI A  

Yersiniosis is a bacterial disease in cattle and other livestock caused by Yersinia 

pseudotuberculosis and Yersinia enterocolitica. It most commonly causes a 

problem in animals 6-12 months of age, however it can affect cattle of all ages 

especially younger when they are going through the stress of weaning. Infection 

is via faecal-oral route and is often brought on by periods of bad weather, feed 

shortage and the presence of parasites. It is important to point out that often 

the best conditioned and best fed members of the mob are affected but not 

always. Signs of Yersinia include: 

  Light green-brown diarrhoea with or without mucus and blood  

  Dehydration  

  Poor growth or wasting  

  Animals may be depressed or lying down a lot 

The disease can be diagnosed by a faecal test and the bacteria grown at the lab. 

Post mortem signs include ulcers of the intestinal tract. After diagnosis of the 

disease, treatment with Bivatop or Alamycin 10 should help those affected.  

Because the bacteria is constantly present in the environment and naturally 

inside animals prevention of the disease is done by reducing stress, improving 

parasite control, ensuring adequate feed is offered and shelter available in times 

of bad weather.  

  Mature cow liveweight (kg) 

Calf age % of cow weight 400 450 500 550 600 

3 months 18% 70 80 90 100 110 
6 months 30% 120 135 150 165 180 
9 months 40% 160 180 200 220 240 

12 months 50% 200 225 250 275 300 
15 months 60% 240 270 300 330 360 
18 months 73% 290 330 365 400 440 
22 months 90% 360 405 450 495 540 

 

IN BRIEF 
 Bull ratio: 1:30 cows not in calf at 

end of AB, keep them off concrete 

and rotate the bull team regularly 

Calf scales are available to hire 

Calf vaccinations are underway, 

6in1, lepto, BVD. 

Calf pneumonia seems to be 

common this year – acute 

deterioration and difficulty 

breathing, so keep an eye out 

Thiamine deficiency is a common 

cause of small numbers of wobbly 

calves now (can look like ryegrass 

staggers) 

Foxglove poisoning is rare and 

usually results in heart arrhythmias 

and failure, with distended veins, 

small pupils  and anorexia; it is only 

consumed when food is scarce 

 


