
 

 

FLEAS  

 

Summer time and the warmer weather also brings with it the rise of flea 
infestations. Fleas are small parasites that attach and pierce skin to suck 
blood. They move around by crawling and jumping. Most flea infestations 
originate from the environment – not other animals. Control involves 
treatment of both animal and environment. 
 
Treat the animal:  
We have a variety of Flea treatments available in clinic 
ranging from spot on to chewable tablets. Pop in and 
ask us which treatment is right for your pet.  
 

 
Treat the environment:  
Regular vacuuming and disposal of 
the bag, hot washing pet bedding 
and hang non-washable items (eg. 
pillows) in direct sunlight 
frequently, ensure treatment of 
other animals in household, ‘flea 
bombing’ the house (ensure pets 
are out of the house) eg. Indorex®.  

 
Some animals develop an allergy to flea saliva and will scratch or wash 
until they remove the fur from the area – cats will often do this in private. 
Even very small infestations cause severe irritation in these pets and the 
damage they do to themselves is severe. In these cases, pets may develop 
secondary infections which also require treatment.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

More information at 
www.coastalvets.co.nz 
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CLINIC OPENING HOURS 

Opunake 
Mon-Fri:  8am—5pm 

Saturday:  9am—12pm 
  

Kaponga 
Mon-Fri: 8.30am - 4.30pm 

  

After hours for emergencies 
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NE W  ST A F F  ME MB ER  –  DEE  T I T O  
Hi, my name is Dee. I grew up in Hawera and have lived in Opunake 
on a dairy farm for the past 5 years.  I previously worked for Line 
Power. I am married and have 2 children. I enjoy the outdoors and in 
my spare time I like playing sport, cooking, shopping and socialising. 
I look forward to meeting you all and appreciate your patience while 
I’m learning.   

 
 

MA T E R NI T Y  LE AVE  –  MEL  ST A N LE Y  
Mel has been with us for many years and many of you know her and have 
benefited from her expertise, both in the clinic and on farm.  
We wish her and Shaun well with the upcoming arrival of their new baby – 
best wishes to you both, and thank you so much Mel – we will miss having 
you around the clinic! 
 

 
 

LU M P S  A N D  BU M P S  
 
Finding lumps and bumps on your pets can sometimes be startling 
but they don’t always mean cancer. Recently however we have 
seen more pets for lumps and bumps. Some of these have required 
immediate, large scale removal or even referral. It is therefore 
important to do frequent checks of your animal. Not all lumps are 
visible so you checking your pet involves running your hands over 
their whole body feeling for lumps, including mammary glands and 
testicles! Some lumps can make your dog feel sick so if you notice 
any of these signs bring them in to see us as soon as possible.  
 
The best thing to do when you notice a new lump no matter how 
big or small, is to bring your pet in for us to check. We can put a needle in the lump and extract some cells. These 
cells can often tell us what sort of lump we are dealing with and what the next step needs to be. Not all lumps 
are bad and not all require removal but the sooner we know about them the sooner we can act. Some lumps 
may just require monitoring to check for changes in size, appearance and spread.  
 
Some lumps and bumps can be avoided especially those to do with reproductive organs. Testicular 
cancer and prostate cancer can be prevented by castration. We have also seen a lot Mammary gland 
lumps recently all of which have needed to be removed as it can be an aggressive type of cancer. Early 
spaying of dogs can help to reduce the prevalence of this significantly. Dogs spayed before their first 
heat (Spay at approx. 6months of age) have a 0.05% chance of getting mammary cancer, if spayed 
after first heat but before second heat there is a 8% chance, then any time after this there is at least 
a 26% chance of your female dog developing mammary cancer.  
 
 


